2026 World Vocational and Technical Education Development Conference 
October 15-17, 2026, Tianjin City, China

Tianjin City: on October 15-17, 2026, Dr. Songheang Ai, director of SEAMEO TED joined the 2026 World Vocational and Technical Education Development Conference to be held in Tianjin City, China under the theme on “TVET: Embracing Change, Forging Standards, and Building a Shared Future”. The objectives of the conference were to solidify the foundation of sincere solidarity, deepen practical exchange and cooperation, and join hands to build a brighter future for vocational education worldwide. 
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(Panel Discussion and Audiences)
As part of the conference, the 2nd general assembly of the World TVET League (WTL) was held to build more pragmatic platform for international exchange and cooperation in vocational and technical education, focusing on new trends, opportunities, and challenges in the global development of vocational and technical education. WTL was established in 2024 for purposes (1) to build a more inclusive global vocational education community by bringing together stakeholders from governments, educational institutions, industries, and enterprises; (2) to promote global connectivity in vocational education and training; (3) to lead the training of high-quality skilled youth and create a more effective model for human resource development, contributing to the achievement of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for sustainable development. In this regard, SEAMEO TED has been one of the WTL members since 2026. 
[image: ]
(Dr. Ai Sharing TVET Perspectives)
On October 15, 2026, Dr. Songheang Ai, shared the perspectives and contribution to prospective WTL success for the next chapter during the Panel Discussion Section. Dr. Ai underlined the center achievements in working cooperatively with some partners such as UNESCO INRULED, Go Study Global Education, Guangxi Education Department, Beijing Normal University, etc. He also shared the results of China-ASEAN Technical Education Cooperation Platform (CATECP) aiming to promote the sharing of TVET resources between China and ASEAN, providing more learning opportunities for teachers, students, and employees, particularly those with limited access to quality educational resources. For example, as of 2026, the platform offers more than 440 courses across over 70 majors, reaching approximately 2,000 educational institutions and attracting more than 30,000 registered learners. He also shared the priority areas of global technical and vocational education, underlining AI integration and digital transformation, green, circular and sustainability skills, micro-credential frameworks, care skills, and soft skills. Finally, public-private partnership (PPP) plays a critical role in bridging the skills demand and supply between TVET institutions and industries that can be thoroughly prioritized. 
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(Dr. Ai Interacting with a Speaker from Egypt) 
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