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(Mr. Meas Mike Delivering Opening Remarks)
On September 11, 2026, SEAMEO TED hosted an International Webinar on “Research Methodology: Action Research, and Strategies for Writing and Publishing Research Articles.” This event brought together 120 participants as students, teachers, school managers, researchers, administrators and others. The webinar had three eminent speakers sharing insights on action research methodology, strategies for writing research articles, and tips for research publication.
Mr. Meas Mike, Deputy Director of SEAMEO TED, delivered the opening remarks, warmly welcoming the distinguished guest speakers, leaders, teachers, researchers, and participants from across SEAMEO member countries. He noted that, amid the rapid evolution of the labor market and the demands of the digital era, technical and vocational education institutions must foster a robust research culture rooted in their own classrooms, and pointed to three common challenges facing educators in the region: the limited application of action research, difficulties in drafting well-structured academic articles, and unfamiliarity with journal submission and peer-review processes. He described action research as a reflective, cyclical process of Planning, Acting, Observing, and Reflecting — “research by teachers, for teachers and students” — and expressed confidence that participants would leave the session with a clearer understanding of action research, practical strategies for drafting manuscripts, and insight into journal selection and publication standards. 
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(Dr. Meassnguon Saint’s Presentation)
The first session of the webinar featured a presentation on “Research Methodology: Action Research” by Dr. Meassnguon SAINT, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Pedagogy and Research at Phnom Penh Teacher Education College (PTEC), Cambodia. He introduced action research as a practitioner-led, self-reflective form of classroom inquiry that combines deliberate intervention with systematic observation to solve immediate, local educational problems. Dr. Saint explained the research spiral of Look, Think, and Act, and elaborated on the four-phase cycle of Planning, Action, Observation, and Reflection (adapted from Kemmis & McTaggart), alongside a practical six-step classroom process: Focus, Plan, Act, Observe, Reflect, and Re-plan. He emphasized that action research empowers teachers, drives continuous professional growth, improves student learning outcomes, and bridges the gap between academic theory and classroom reality.
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(Dr. Yem Vibol’s Presentation)
Building on this, Dr. YEM Vibol, CEO of the National Research Foundation of Cambodia, shared practical strategies for writing and publishing research articles, drawing on his own experience publishing in venues such as IEEE VR and ACM SIGGRAPH. He stressed that a strong paper is designed before it is written, guided by the sequence of Theory, Contribution, Experiment, Evidence, and Venue & Format. Dr. Yem outlined key strategies including stating the paper’s contribution clearly within the first page, ensuring novelty is reproducible by documenting systems, methods, experiments, and analyses in sufficient detail, designing experiments that directly generate evidence for each claim, and matching the writing style and framing to the target venue and its research community. Using real examples from his own publication journey, he illustrated that a small sample size can be acceptable when grounded in a clear, testable theory, provided its limitations are honestly stated. He concluded that good writing is not decoration, but the process through which research becomes knowledge.
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(Dr. Eka Nurhidayat’s Presentation)
Finally, Dr. Eka Nurhidayat, M.Pd., a lecturer at Universitas Majalengka, Indonesia, presented tips for scientific writing and publication, framed around integrating adaptive collaboration with AI in the Society 5.0 era. He walked participants through the reasons for publishing research, the range of publishable work beyond empirical studies, and the anatomy of a scientific article using the IMRaD structure. Dr. Nurhidayat offered section-by-section guidance covering how to craft a compelling title, write a four-part abstract (problem, purpose, methods, findings), synthesize rather than merely list literature, detail replicable methods, and write results, discussion, and conclusion sections effectively. He also shared practical tips on selecting a suitable journal, avoiding predatory and hijacked journals, preventing desk rejection, preparing a complete submission package, writing a strong cover letter, and responding professionally to reviewer feedback. The session closed with an introduction to AI tools such as ChatGPT, Jenni AI, and Consensus, along with sample prompts for drafting article sections, paired with a strong caution to use AI responsibly by verifying every claim and citation and disclosing AI use according to journal policy.
Participant Evaluation and Feedback
An online evaluation form was shared with participants after the webinar, and a majority of participants completed it. Respondents represented universities, teacher education colleges, high schools, and other organizations across the region.
Participants rated the webinar very positively. The overall rating averaged 4.56 out of 5, with 98.9% of respondents rating it “Good” or “Excellent” and none rating it below 3. The organization of the webinar, covering technical arrangement, moderation, and timing, averaged 4.49 out of 5, with 93.1% of respondents rating it 4 or 5 (Table 1).
	Criterion
	Mean 
(Out of 5)
	Rated 5 (Excellent)
	Rated 4 (Good)
	Rated 3 
(Fair)

	Overall rating of the webinar
	4.56
	57.5%
	41.4%
	1.1%

	Organization (technical arrangement, moderation, timing)
	4.49
	56.3%
	36.8%
	6.9%



(Participants’ Feedback on the Webinar Organization)
When asked about what they found most useful, participants most often pointed to the practical guidance on writing and publishing research articles, including journal selection, publishing in Scopus-indexed journals, and avoiding predatory journals. Many also valued the explanation of action research and the practical steps for conducting it, and a number appreciated the real-life examples and experiences the speakers shared. Several mentioned learning how to use AI tools responsibly in research and writing. Several students noted that the content was directly relevant to their Research Methodology course.
An interest in the future events was high: 82.8% of respondents said they would attend future SEAMEO TED webinars, 17.2% said “maybe,” and none said no. Their suggestions for future topics centred on further training in research methods and writing, including qualitative and quantitative methods, data collection and analysis, research proposal writing, research ethics, and publishing in reputable journals. Other recurring requests were more sessions on using AI in research, more hands-on examples and sample materials, and speakers from a wider range of fields.
Participants also offered practical suggestions for improvement: allowing more time so that speakers do not need to rush, sending reminder emails with the meeting link, sharing presentation slides in the chat, adding subtitles in local languages for participants less fluent in English, and including short ice-breaking activities. These points will be considered in planning future webinars.
Overall, the webinar provided a valuable platform for technical education researchers across SEAMEO member countries to strengthen their understanding of action research methodology and to acquire practical, actionable strategies for writing and publishing high-quality research articles. By addressing common challenges in research design, manuscript writing, and the publication process, the event contributed to building sustainable research capacity and fostering greater collaboration among educators and researchers across Southeast Asia.
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(Group Photo of all Participants)
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