International Youth Talk on
Exploring New Possibilities in Smart Construction
October 20, 2026 (Online)
On the afternoon of October 20, 2026, the online session of The China-ASEAN International Youth Talk was successfully held, jointly organized by CATECP, SEAMEO TED, Sichuan University of Architectural Technology, and Go Study Global Education under the theme “Smart Construction: Robotics and 3D Printing Technology,”. The session brought student representatives from five universities in China and ASEAN. Participants explored developments and applications in smart construction, as well as the opportunities that emerging technologies offer for the construction industry and vocational education. A total number of audiences was 59, consisting of 26 females and 33 males.
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The session was opened with the remarks by Mr. Mara Pho, Head of the Technical Education and Training Division of SEAMEO TED, and Ms. Dong Simeng, Dean of the International School of Technical Education of Sichuan University of Architectural Technology. Both speakers highlighted the relationship between technological innovation and talent development. They noted that advances in smart construction are transforming the construction industry while creating new demands for professional skills, innovative thinking, and digital literacy. They also encouraged young people to engage in cross-cultural exchanges, broaden their international perspectives, and connect technological innovation with talent development to contribute to the advancement of the industry and cooperation in vocational education.

Student representatives from Sichuan University of Architectural Technology, UPN Veteran Jawa Timur, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Cebu Technological University, and Van Lang University delivered presentations on the session’s theme, sharing their perspectives on technological developments and applications in smart construction. As digital and automated technologies become increasingly integrated into construction, smart construction is opening up new possibilities for the industry. From different perspectives, the speakers explored the potential applications and future directions of relevant technologies, demonstrating young people’s interest in industry transformation and their perspectives on emerging technological developments. During the subsequent Q&A session, participants exchanged views on the topic. The interaction brought together diverse academic backgrounds and perspectives, creating opportunities for further discussion and a broader understanding of smart construction technologies.
Technological innovation is creating new opportunities for vocational education, while youth exchanges provide a valuable platform for mutual learning across countries and regions. This session of the International Youth Talk focused on smart construction, enabling young participants to share professional perspectives and exchange ideas. It also highlighted the value of international exchange in broadening young people’s horizons and promoting cooperation in vocational education. Looking ahead, institutions in China and ASEAN are encouraged to continue strengthening their exchanges and cooperation, fostering closer links between vocational education and industry development, and working together to develop skilled talent equipped to meet the needs of future industries and contribute to regional development.
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